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Festus High School Alumnus Crowned Engineers’ Week King at University of 

Missouri 
Hagan is one of 524 students from Jefferson County attending Mizzou 

By Megan Smith 
  

            COLUMBIA, Mo. – Kyle Hagan, Festus, was crowned as the 2017 Engineers’ Week King 
during the annual St. Patrick’s Ball at the University of Missouri. The College of Engineering describes 
this as one of the oldest and greatest honors that can be bestowed upon an engineer at Mizzou.  
 

As a tradition with origins stemming back to 1903, Engineer’s Week holds a storied place in 
Mizzou’s history. Created as a celebration of the patron saint of engineering, St. Patrick, the tradition 
includes nine days of events. It begins with the Dome Lighting Ceremony, during which the historic Jesse 
Hall is lit up in bright green.  

 
Each year, five queen candidates and five king candidates are selected to represent the College of 

Engineering as a part of St. Patrick’s Court. These 10 individuals each decorate a sash declaring their 
candidacy and carry a green staff called a shillelagh at all times throughout the week. Candidates must be 
present at every single Engineers’ Week activity. During the final event of the week, the St. Patrick’s 
Ball, one queen and one king are chosen out of the candidates to be crowned.   

 
“I’ve been a part of the St. Patrick’s board since freshman year,” Hagan said. “It’s allowed me to 

really appreciate the exceptional types of individuals who are chosen each year to represent the college of 
engineering. It was exciting enough to have been selected as one of the five king candidates, but having 
the dean of the College of Engineering call my name out at the St. Pat’s Ball is a going to be a moment 
I’ll never forget.” 

 
A 2012 graduate of Festus High School, Hagan is a senior at Mizzou. He studies electrical and 

computer engineering, with minors in computer science and mathematics. Along with his involvement 
with the St. Patrick’s Board, Hagan also is a member of the Engineering Student Council, the Student 
Services Advisory Board, the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers, Engineering Ambassadors, 
and the Delta Sigma Phi fraternity. His parents are Chris and Linda Hagan.  

 
As the state’s oldest and largest public, land—grant university, Mizzou has more than 30,000 

students, 13,000 full-time employees and 305,000 Alumni. More than 300 Mizzou Engineering alumni 
currently serve as presidents or CEOs of companies worldwide, earning degrees from an institution that 
not only provided them an exceptional education but also allowed them to participate in ongoing research 
and develop the communication skills necessary to become leaders in the field.  
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