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St. Dominic Alumnus Named Student Employee of the Year 

at University of Missouri 
By Megan Liz Smith 

  
            COLUMBIA, Mo. – Daniel Ticona, O’Fallon, was selected as the 2017 Student Employee of the 
Year by Campus Dining Services at the University of Missouri. Ticona, who works as a manager at the 
Mizzou Student Center, also was chosen as the Unit Employee of the Year for the student center in 
February.  
  
 With more than 789 student workers, Campus Dining Services is one of the largest employers on 
campus. Every year scholarships are awarded to nine students based on students’ lengths of service, 
leadership, grade point averages and participation in extracurricular activities. Out of those nine students 
only one is given the special designation of Student Employee of the Year, an honor that includes the 
highest scholarship amount. Unit student employees are selected based on nominations submitted by their 
supervisors. To date Campus Dining Services has awarded 185 scholarships, totaling more than $106,000.   
 
 Ticona, a 2011 graduate of St. Dominic High School, currently is a senior at Mizzou. He is 
majoring in nutritional science with a minor in medical dietetics and has been working with Campus 
Dining Services since August 2014. He was promoted to a student manager position in November of 
2015. Besides his job at the student center, Ticona also assists with events at the Culinary Development 
Kitchen and works part time at Hy-Vee. Previously he worked at Kaldi’s Coffee Shop, where he earned 
his barista certificate. Before pursing his present degree, Ticona earned an associate’s degree in culinary 
arts. In addition, Ticona is a member of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics as well as the Nutrition 
and Wellness Associates. Ticona’s parents are Theresa Dolson and Miguel Ticona. 
 

As the state’s largest and oldest public, land-grant university, Mizzou has more than 30,000 
students, 13,000 full-time employees and 305,000 alumni. During the 2015-2016 academic year, more 
than $102 million was awarded to Mizzou students in academic scholarships. 
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