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Assistant Athletic Director Chosen for Honor Tap by Secret Society at Mizzou 
By Megan Smith 

 

 

            COLUMBIA, Mo. – Howard Richards, St. Louis, recently was one of three non-students 

selected for an honorary tap by QEBH national honor society during the 90th annual Tap Day ceremony at 

the University of Missouri. Non-student inductees are chosen by current members on the basis of selfless 

dedication to the university, personal character and leadership within the community. 

 

Founded in 1898, QEBH is the oldest of the six secret societies at Mizzou. Only its members 

know QEBH’s inner workings, and even the meaning behind its name is unknown to the public. Inductees 

in past years have included former U.S. Senator Thomas Eagleton, former Missouri Governor Warren 

Hearnes and former Mizzou Chancellor Brady Deaton. QEBH revealed Richards as an honor tap, along 

with the Women’s basketball head coach Robin Pingeton and St. Louis attorney, Dudley McCarter during 

Mizzou’s annual Tap Day ceremony. Tap Day was established in 1927 and the secret honor societies are 

considered one of the university’s richest traditions.  

 

 “To be recognized along with Dudley McCarter and Robin Pingeton, as well as the incredibly 

talented group of seven student taps, is very humbling,” Richards said. “The list of those tapped who 

preceded our group of 2017 taps is staggering. I am proud to be joining an organization comprised of so 

many highly successful, yet highly unselfish people.” 

 

Richards graduated from Mizzou in 1988 with a degree in communications. Richards was a star 

offensive lineman for the Tigers during his time at the university. In 1981 he was a first-round NFL draft 

pick for the Dallas Cowboys. He played in the NFL for seven years, helping the Cowboys with three NFC 

East Division Championships. After playing in the NFL, Richards served as special agent with the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) for 13 years, then as color analyst for Mizzou Football games on the Tiger 

Radio Network. He now works for Mizzou as the assistant athletic director where he focuses on building 

community relations.  

 
          As the state’s largest and oldest public, land-grant university, Mizzou has more than 30,000 

students, 13,000 full-time employees and 305,000 alumni.  
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