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Uber and Lyft to Expand Statewide Following New Legislation 

By: Megan Liz Smith 

           

COLUMBIA, Mo. – Gov. Eric Greitens recently approved the passing of House Bill 130, essentially 

allowing ride-hailing companies like Uber and Lyft to expand statewide. The bill does this by establishing 

one regulatory framework for the entire state, rather than leaving it up to each individual municipality. 

When the bill goes into effect on August 28, ride-hailing companies will be able to pay an annual fee of 

$5,000 to the state, instead of varying application and licensing fees to municipalities. It also requires that 

all drivers submit to a background check. Missouri is one of 40 states to have regulations of this type. 

 

“Without this bill each and every city had the ability to regulate or require special licenses, or a tax or a 

fee,” Rep. Kirk Mathews, the bill’s sponsor, said. “These transportation network drivers pass many 

different municipal lines in the course of their day. I’ll give you the example of St. Louis County. There 

are 90 different municipalities in that city alone. If each one of them had a different rule or regulation 

under which these companies had to regulate, while then they couldn’t operate in St. Louis.”   

 

Despite this, Uber has still been operating in the St. Louis area illegally since September 2015. Uber has 

also operated in Kansas City, Columbia, Jefferson City and Springfield. Few days after the bill was 

signed, Lyft announced its services would be coming to St. Louis, St. Charles and Columbia. The 

company previously operated in Springfield until 2014. While the law doesn’t actually go into effect until 

August 28, Lyft is planning to expand much sooner. 

 

“We’re working it out with each city individually,” Lyft Spokesman Scott Coriell said. “We’re hoping to 

make the services available as soon as possible.” 

 

Attempts at passing similar legislation have failed in the past. Another bill aimed at expansion was 

proposed in the Missouri General Assembly last year. It stalled following a controversy with Uber. The 

company came to the capital seeking new rules only months after hammering out a deal with Kansas City. 

The move outraged many area senators, who then threatened filibusters that ended up killing the bill. 

 

“They went to Kansas City, negotiated an ordinance and then four months later came to the Legislature 

asking for new rules,” Rep. Ryan Silvey said. “That, to me, was disingenuous and in bad faith.” 
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Other opponents worry that these services could hurt taxicab companies and some legislators contend that 

they would not be held to the same safety and inspection standards if they pay fees to the state instead of 

cities. For Mathews, the reward outweighs the risk. 

 

“This bill creates opportunity for a lot of people to earn income driving their personal vehicle. It’s a great 

job growth bill. It also is a bill that I believe will reduce incidences of drunk driving. These services make 

it really easy for someone who’s had too much to drink to just open an app on their phone and order a ride 

that can be there in a few moments, rather than getting behind the wheel of a car,” Silvey said. “Also 

there’s high demand for these services and it helps our state be competitive. When high tech companies 

come to Missouri to consider moving their business here and they can’t take an Uber car or a Lyft to their 

meetings they wonder how high tech we really are as a state.” 

 

Both Uber and Lyft have said that expanding operations statewide could create jobs and improve the local 

economies. 

“Lyft helps pump money into local communities,” said Coriell. “Studies have shown that Lyft has added 

$750 million in additional spending simply because people are going out more and staying out longer 

since they now have transportation they can use at night.” 

 

Ride-hailing services have only been around since 2012, but many have already grown to rely on 

them. Micaela Dea is an MU student who frequently uses Uber to get around Columbia. She 

works two jobs, and relies on Uber to get to them. 

 

“I work at KOMU, which is about a 15 minute drive, so it’s necessary since I don’t have a car. I 

also work at Sabai. Sabai I can walk to, but Uber comes in handy if I’m ever running late or if 

the weather is bad,” Dea said. 

 

She said that she uses Uber at least three times a week, two for her job and one for any weekend 

outings.  

 

“Without it I’d be a lot more limited,” Dea said. 
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With ride-hailing companies able to operate statewide, this resource will soon be available to 

most everyone. Starting August 28, if you’re in Missouri, a reliable ride home is only a 

smartphone app away. 

 


